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world entirely different from yours, and should have another
heaven, and by consequence another way to get there ?”

Such were the unsophisticated notions of these sons of the
forest.

“These savages,” says one of these reverend fathers, “have
proposed for our consideration all the objections to our faith
ever made by the wisest of the Greeks and Romans to the earliest
Apostles.”

This was the first mission established west of Lake Erie;
yet before the end of the year 1636, there were counted six
Jesuit missionaries in the different Huron villages, besides
many Frenchmen who had followed them. In the year 1642,
the Jesuits established their mission at Sault St. Marie. A
deputation of the tribe dwelling there came to St. Joseph, and
Fathers Isaac Jogues and Charles Raymbault were sent with
the deputation to the Sault. They were soon, however, re-
called. This is the same Father Jogues who, on his return
from the Iuron mission to Quebee, was taken prisoner by the
Iroquois, suffered the greatest indignities, was mutilated in his
hands, scourged in three villages, and finally redeemed by a
Duteh officer from Fort Orange, now Albany. He returned
to France, and demanded from the Pope the liberty of celebrat-
ing Mass with his mutilated hands. Consent was given in
these remarkable words: “Indignum esset Christi martyrem,
Christi non bibere sanguinem.” He returned from France to
Canada, established a mission among the Troquois, and was slain
by them in 1646.

The fate of the Hurons was truly pitiable. Of their vari-
ous villages, those which were not destroyed by pestilence and
famine, were attacked by their old enemies, the Iroquois; and
as no quarter was given by these modern Goths, they were
butchered en masse. Weak, powerless, overcome, the very
name of an TIroquois alarmed them. Two whole villages
voluntarily surrendered themselves, and were adopted into the
Six Nations, others fled to the tribes South and West, others



